
VHS Band hosting community .
performance before leavi ng for
National Independence Day Parade



The members of the
Vienna High School Band
are counting down the days
until they leave for the big
Washington, D.C. trip
where they will be one of 18
others bands from across the
country to march in the
National Independence Day
Parade in our nation's
capital.

Before they leave
though, the band is hosting
a marching performance on
Sunday, June 30 at 2 p.m. in
front of the high school.
Band Director Ray Spiller
said the 50-member band
will begin the march by the
agoroom doors and will do a
couple of circles of the
parking lot, playing several

times the piece they will
perform in the Washington
D.C. parade. Band members
will be wearing the
summer-style uniforms
purchased for the parade,
which consist of a collared
shirt and pleated shorts.
Spiller said they'll block off
the area where they will be
marching. The community
is invited to come and watch
the band perform.

Anyone who lives and
works in Vienna has heard
the band practicing every
morning as members
prepare for the big parade.
Spiller said they begin at 7
a.m. and are practicing for
an hour and a half. The piece
the band will be playing in



Washington, D.C. is "St.
Louis Blues March," which
Spiller said is Jazz-style
piece and a new genre for
the band members. "It' s
coming along great," he
said. "It still needs some
polish, but we're close."

The community helped
make this trip possible for
the VHS Band as about
$50,000was raised for the
group's transportation,
lodging, meals and the site
seeing they will do.
Everything is paid for, plus
each band member will be
given $50 spending money.

The bandsmen and
chaperones will leave at 7:30
p.m. on July 2, with two

buses, one for the bandsmen
and one for the parents.
Spiller said there is plenty of
storage on the buses for
equipment and luggage.
There are 90 persons going
on the trip.

The band will march in
the parade on July 4 on a
one-mile route. There will
be crowds of people lining
the streets from beginning to
end and the VHS Band will
be constantly playing.
Spiller said with the daily
practices they've had in
June, they have been
pushing to build up to
constant playing while
marching. The parade starts
at noon, but the VHS Band
will not enter the parade



until about 1:30 p.m. and
they are the last of 18 bands
in the parade. Spiller said
they've been saying the
parade is saving "the best
for last." The parade will not
be televised in our area but
Spiller said later on a DVD
of the parade and the trip
will be available locally.

Spiller said the students

are very excited about the
opportunity to march in the
national parade and also
about being in Washington,
D.C. They will do some site
seeing and the trip includes
an arranged placing of a
wreath at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier. They'll
arrive back in Vienna at 2
p.m. on Saturday, July 6.



Band - The Vienna High School Eagle Pride Band soon will be leaving for the
much-anticipated trip to Washington, D.C. where the band will march in a national
parade on July 4th. Before the band leaves, though, they will host a marching
performance on Sunday, June 30 at 2 p.m. at the high school. The public is invited.


