
Local stu'dents attend
Youth Leadership Day

Legislators at the State Capitol were busy lawmaking March 29, but still had time to meet
with and introduce on the floors of the House and Senate hundreds of junior and senior high
school students attending Missouri Farm Bureau Youth Leadership Day. The event, held at
the Capitol and Missouri Farm Bureau Center, hosted more than 400 youth this year. The
organization's promotion and education program is responsible for the event, which teaches
students about governing and citizenship.

Diane Olson, promotion and education program director, says the students enjoy the
event. "Most get to meet face-to-face with their state senator or representative," she said.
"This year Sen. David Pearce of Warrensburg also spoke to the entire group. Farm Bureau is
proud to sponsor this event each year. It's a great opportunity for students to see their
legislators at work."

The students heard from Pearce, Missouri Farm Bureau President Blqke Hurst, and
Missouri Farm Bureau Ambassadors Aaron Kerr and Sonja Ferry when they returned to the
Missouri Farm Bureau Center. Hurst welcomed the group and urged them ,to stay involved
in agricultural organizations. Kerr and Perry said one way to get involved is competing in
the ambassador contest, one of several Farm Bureau contests that allow youth to gain
experience and earn scholarship money.

Many students attending are involved in FFA, and Pearce spoke of the importance of
FFA in rural communities. As a national FFA 'officer attending a program in Washington,
D.C., his group had an impromptu visit with President Ronald Reagan. Pearce said what
Reagan told them holds true today, "You are going to do more and accomplish more than
what ever had been done before." ,

Students and chaperons attending Youth Leadership Day from Maries County were from
left to right: Chris Brundick, Jonathon Meier, Wyatt Deckard, Ashley Page, and Sydney
Eads:


