
Boys and Girls State attendees
talk about their week to
American Legion and Auxiliary

Speakers - Although they said they weren't public speakers, each of the four
Vienna High School students w~o attended Missouri" Boys and Girls State this
summer, stood before a microphone and gave a short speech about their experiences
while attending the annual event when youth from throughout the state come together
to build a government in one week. The Vienna American Legion sponsored two boys
and the Legion Auxiliary sponsored two girls. A dinner was held Friday night at the
post home to hear the speeches. Pictured are American Legion member and World War
II Veteran Richard James (left), Chris Cahill, Shelby Combs, Amanda Justus, Calvin
Spencer and Shirley James of the Legion Auxiliary.

they were always doing
something. When they
weren't, they were sleeping,
she saM. She enjoyed

'writing for the newspaper
and going to the .city
meetings. She enjoyed the
speakers and told about
sitting in an aisle seat and
Gov. Jay Nixon was so close
to her she could smell his
cologne. Her favorite
speaker was Treasurer Clint
Zweifel, who she said "his
words stuck" as he told
them "successis doing what
you love." Justus said she
ran for sanitary director but
lost, then ran for House of
Representatives and won.
She got to go to Jefferson
City and hear from state
representatives. She said
"hilarious stuff" happened.
The girls were smart and
unique and the message she
received from the week is to
not give up and to keep
learning and meeting new
people.

Chris Cahill thanked the
American Legion for
sponsoring him at Boys
State. He is the son of David
and Franky Cahill. He
talked about being chosen as
he thought it had something
to do with athletics and
wondered why he was
selected. He knew very
little about it but learned a
lot from his week at Boys
State. He was a member of
the journalism school and
sold TV ads and made
commercials for the daily
TV broadcast. He learned
about running a functioning
government. He made new
friends. He enjoyed the
many speakers.

-Senior
Center
hosts
birthday
party

The Auarterly birthday
party at the Vienna Senior
Center was held August 9.
Music was' provided by
Harold Rowden and

compromise. They built a
city in one week. He gave
the week his best, running
for city council, but losing
the election. He is interested
in art and worked in a tattoo
shop in his city and gave
nearly everyone in his city a
tattoo. He also was a park
director and was in the
advertising department of
the media. Spencer said the
highlights of the week were
the speakers, which were
Governor Jay Nixon,
Secretary of State Robi~
Carnahan and former Gov.
Bob Holden. Spencer said
they gave good advice.
Spencer said he is thankful
for the experience.

Amanda Justus told the
auxiliary thank you for
choosing her and sending
her to Girls State. She is the
daughter of Patty Benefield
and RobBenefield. She said
it was a very busy week and

Mayor Jamie Jones sent her
a text of congratulations, she
said. The days were very
busy and Combs said one
meeting would begin at the
end of the one before it. She
attended executive
leadership class. The rallies
were fun and she told aoout
her city making up a cheer
at the last minute before
entering the cafeteria. There
were 750 girls at Girls State.
Combs. said she enjoyed
making new friends and
being involved in her city.
She enjoyed the parade of
counties. She thanked the
Legion Auxiliary for
choosing her to attend.

Calyin Spencer thanked
the American Legion for
choosing and sending him
to Boys State. He is the son
of Calvin E. Spencer and
Doris Ketcherside. Spencer
said he learned valuable
lessons on teamwork and

The Vienna American
Legion Post #12 and the
Legion Auxiliary received a

. resounding "Thank You"
from the four local students
the' legion and auxiliary
sponsored to Missouri"Boys
and Girls State.

A dinner was held at the
American Legion Post
Home in Vienna on Fritlay
night to listen to the four
student speakers - Shelby
Combs, Calvin Spencer,
Amanda' Justus and' Chris
CalUIJ. They talked about
their experiences at the

. week-long event where in
that time frame they build a
government.

Shelby Combs was the
first speaker .. She is the
daughter of Matt and Angie
Combs. She used a power
point program to make hel'
presentation. She spoke
about being elected Mayor
of Cockrill City. Vienna


