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Gym is full of well-w,ishers

Class of 2010 graduates from Ole' VHS

MOAD making
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Once ag3in Vienna High
School has accomplished what
it set out to do four years ago as
it graduated its senior class at
commencement ceremonies
Sunday afternoon in Allen
Gymnasium in Vienna.

. The 40 seniors who
processed into the gym to the
sounds of "Pomp and
Circumstance" played by the
Maries R-l Band, were met
with a packed house ofJamily
friends and well-wishers. The
Class of 2010 is a lively group
and there was no sadness to be
seen on their faces as they
marched into the gym, smiling
and from all appearances, very
happy to be graduating.

Superintendent Mr. Richard

Spacek welcomed all those
present and began the
ceremony with a prayer as
requested by the senior class.

VHS Principal Mr. Warren
Ripley introduced the selected
class speaker, science teacher
Mr. John Kinkead. He said
Kinkead has been a teacher at
Maries R-l for 11 years and is
one of the' school's best
classroom teachers. He has
received several awards and
has helped lead the science
Olympiad team to ten
championships.

It was raining heavily
outside as people came into the
gym for graduation and
Kinkead commented to the
class that "even the heavens are

crying." Kinkead said he had
some things he wanted to share
with the class and let loose a
long sheaf of papers, much to
everyone's amusement. It kept
going because he then pulled a
very small piece of paper from
his wallet. Kinkead told the
group they had worked hard
and trIed their best and as a
teacher he has watched while
they grew in stature and
knowledge. On graduation
day they realize that the high
school part of their education is
complete. They've met the
requirements, been tested and
have done well enough to
graduate. "You're now able to
go out into the world and do
what needs to be done," he said

adding the faculty at Maries R
1 has given them skills, both
little things and other things..
"This part of life is complete,"
Kinkead said. He told the class
not. to be afraid to make
mistakes or to try new things
or to accomplish their dreams.
He said members of the class
now have to skills they need to
be able to do college, to get a
job and to be excellent. "Go
and attempt to conquer the
world you live in. Don't be
afraid. II' He asked the class to

accomplish things and to make
us proud. "Themost important
thing for us as teachers is that
you go."

Ripley came back to the
podium and said the Class of
2010 is a "very intelligent and
achievement-oriented class"
with the difference in their
class rankings very small. This
bright class he said has
garnered nearly a quarter of a
million dollars in scholarships

Continued on page 4



Valedictorian - Mr. Phillip
Weidinger is the valedictorian for the
Vienna High School Class of 2010. He is
the son of Joe and Brenda Weidinger.

Salutatorian - Miss Hannah Herzing
is the salutatorian for the Vienna High
School Class of 2010. She is the daughter
of Ava Duncan and Randy Herzing.
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Graduation March - Members of the Class
of 2010made their way into a packed gymnasium
Sunday afternoon as family and friends came into
the building through the pouring rain to offer
their best wishes to the class.
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in academics and in sports
and some had high ACT
scores. Ripley said to be a
valedictorian and a
salutatorian a student has
to make A's in all classes
for four years. As he
introduced - the
salutatorian, Miss
Hannah Herzing, Ripley
said she is an outstanding
student and a nice young
lady.

Herzing thanked
several people, including
the late Barbara Bailey.
She told her classmates
they've had 13 long years
of ups and downs and
their "story at Maries R-l
has ended and a new
story begins." Herzing
said "Lifeis a present" and
they have received it and
should live well. Today is
their day and they are off
to make their own lives.
She talked about roots
and wings and ended her
speech by saying, "We've
come, we've seen, we've
conquered. "

Ripley introduced the
class valedictorian, Mr.
Phillip Weidinger. Ripley
said he's been watching
Weidinger and sees him
always willing to help
and to work hard, noting
that Weidinger has his
own small business.

Weidinger was
enthusiastic with his
speech and added some
elements of humor. He
called the recent senior
class trip, "The Infamous
Senior Trip of 2010." He
gave special recognition
to his parents, Joe and
Brenda Weidinger and his
grandfather, Leonard
Weidinger. He thanked
Maries R-l educators and
administrators who
worked "diligently on a
limited budget." He
spoke about the clients he
served in his lawn
mowing business saying
he did an honest day's
work for an honest wage.
About the senior trip,
Weidinger said it
deepened the bond
among the students and
they met new people, of
whom he named a few

and his classmates roared
with laughter. Weidinger
for symb9lism cited the
simple existence of a big
oak tree, which stands tall
and has deep roots. He
urged his classmates to
work hard and enjoy the
view without letting
obstacles get in the way.
"Thanks, congratulations.
and the best of luck to
each and everyone of
you."

Following the
speeches, the senior video
was presented. It was
created by the Business
Tech II Class. Then seven
seniors stood up and
joined the Maries R-l
Band which performed
Celtic Ritual by Higgins.

The seniors stood and
one by one made their
way to the stage where
School Board President
Mr. Johnny Laughlin
presented them with their
diplomas. Senior Class
President Miss Ellie
Schwartze took the stage
and in unison, the seniors
moved their tassels to the
other side of their caps.
At the end of the
ceremony, among shared
laughter and applause
from the audience, the
seniors threw their caps
into the air. They
marched from the gym
among the well-wishes of
the community and are
now members of the
world at large.


