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Vienna Class of 2009 graduates,
noted for "enormous potential" ...
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The 37 senior of the Vienna
High School Class of 2009 not
only received their diplomas
on Sunday afternoon, but
heard w~rds from their
administrators, a teacher and
their: classmates giving them
tribute for their hard work and
their great potential.

It was a packed gymnasium
Sunday. afternoon when the
Maries R-l stuck up the tune of
"Pomp and Circumstances"
and the Class of 2009processed

into the building for the very
last time as a class of students.
Superintendent Mr. Richard
Spacek welcomed all who were
present for the event. He told
the graduates their education
began with minutes, which
moved into hours, then days,
when weeks, months and
years. Ha said graduation was
a time to stop and reflect upon
all they had lear:ped. "It's the
ending of an era and a new.
beginning," he told the seniors



and commented about the
potential "sitting here in these
chairs, enormous, fantastic."

Class president Miss
Kaylynn Kleffner introduced
the class's selected teacher,
Mrs. Angie Combs. Combs
said it has been 25 years since
she graduated. She said her
word of wisdom to them was
courage. "Have it to seek out
the truth and stand up against
intolerance...know and accept
your own strengths and
weaknesses ...thank God we're
not all the same...you guys can
handle this crazy blue planet
earth ..." Combs played a game
to see how well the classmates
know each other, reading off
details and asking the senior to
stand. The class loved it and it
brought a lot of laughter.
Combs called VHS an Eagles
nest, saying, "Look around
you. You are a?out to leave the

next and you are about to close
this chapter and start your
own...you can come back if you
need us, but bring your own
worm because we won't be
feeding you anymore." Combs
received a big round of
applause following her sp'eech.

High School' Principal, Mr.
Warren Ripley, introduced the
salutatorian and valedictorian.
He said the Class of 2009' is
special academically, citing the
high ACT scores and Bright·
Flight Scholars and the success
of the academic and athletic
conference teams. "Youwill be
our leaders in the community
and in this state," he said.

Miss Kaylynn Kleffner is
the salutatorian of the class.
She is the daughter of Dan and
LeAnn Kleffner. 'She told her
classmates the most valuable
information she'd learned in
high school was not from the

teachers, but from them, her'
classmates .. She named
individucll classmates as she
listed the good qualities she
saw in them, such as courage,
strong will, athletic, hard
working, laughing often,
enjoying ,life, smiling,
friendship prevailing, good
hearted, selfless, fun loving,
true to roots and self, edginess,
compassion, reserved,
following your own drum and
being yourself. "We can
succeed," she said. "We leave
here with more than we began
with."

Mr. Cole Weider gave the
valedictorian address. He is
the son of James and Lisa
Weider. Ripley noted Weider
is a Bright Flight Scholar and
had very high math and
science ACT scores. Weider's
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speech was brief as he
thanked all the teachers,
saying for such a small
school, VHS has manv
great teachers, "who ar~
not in it for the money,"
and Weider asked for a
round of applause 'for the
teachers, which he
rece,ived. He also thanked
the parents of the Class of
2009, saying, "who
definitely are not in it for
the money." Weider said
today the seniors were
receiving something, a
diploma, which many do
not achieve. He said,

"You mav not remember
what wa; said here today,
but you'll remember what
you felt here."

The senior video was
presented. The Maries R
1 Band played a fine
musical selectionand then
the class was presented
for the presentation of
diplomas. School Boa:r:d
President, Dr. Loyal
Henderson, gave the
seniors their diplomas as
they crossed the stage;
and once again, VHS
graduated. another group
of students into the world.

Notables about the
VHS Class of 2009

There are 37 seniors in the Vienna High Schooi
Class of 2009.

Class Valedictorian. is Cole Weider and the
salutatorian if Kaylynn .Kleffner.
. Class officers are Kaylynn Kleffner! president,

Deseray Helton, vice president, Jennifer Vogt,
Secretary, Brittany Franks, treasurer, and Elaina James
and Clayton Williams are student council
representatives.

Class sponsors are Deana Thompson, Sherron
Sommersvill~ and JeffJennewein.

The class flower is the red rose, class colors are
orange and lime green and the class motto is; "Donot
foilow where the path may lead, go instead where
there is no path and leave a trail."

Class members include: Chaunie Bailey, Misti
Crain, Katelyn Davis, Bradley Deeken, Tyler
Epperson, Meghan Finn, Brittany Franks, Cody
Haslag, Deseray Helton, Elaina James, Kaylynn
Kleffner, Abigail Lewis, Edward Malinoski, Cole
Meier, Kayla Miller, Lindsey Miller, Ashley Moreland,
Tobias Moreland, Rachel Neubert, Maggie Page, Jamie
Poole, Adam Roberds, Dalton Robertson, Colten Ross,
Jamie Shanks, Lorrie Shanks, Kelly Sharp, Vanessa
Spencer, Ryan Stumpe, Michael Swyers, JessiCa
Verschueren, Jennifer Vogt, Christopher Walker,
Darrel Weakly, Cole Weider, Clayton Williams and
Michael Wilson.



Valedictorian - The Maries R-1 School District
graduated 37 seniors at commencement Sunday, May 17 at
the high school gym. A full house of family, friends and
district patrons wished the graduates well as they move on to
more schooling and careers. Pictured is the class
valedictorian, Mr. Cole Weider, who is the son of James and
Lisa Weider. Weider told his classmates, "You may not
remember what was said there today, but you'll remember
what you felt here."



Senior--Vienna High School senior band members
joined the Maries R-l Band for a special musical
selection at commencement S'unday afternoon at the
high school gym. Tri-County Newspapers Student
Reporter, Katelyn Dav.is;was one of the band mem
bers. Thanks to Katelyn for her good work with. the
newspaper this year. We wish her all the best in her
future endeavors.


