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Graduates say "Thanks for the Mef!lories" as
community gathers for Graduation Sunday afternoon

Sunday afternoon was a
notable, happy occasion for
Vienna High School's 52
members of the Class of 2008
and their families and friends
as the seniors were awarded
diplomas Sunday afternoon,
May 18 at high school
commencement ceremonies
in Allen Gymnasium.

It was a packed house of
spectators who watched
members of the Class of 2008
enter and exit as a group,
probably for the very last
time. There were a few tears,
but primarily class members
and their families were
happy and celebrated the
occasion along wit:J1the best
wishes of the community.

SuperintendentofSchoo~
Mr. Richard Spacek gave the
welcome and the invocation
at paduation. He called the
ClaSs of 2008, "competitive,"
saying they "came out

champions. Thanks, kids, for
being who you are." In his
prayer, Spacek asked for
protection, guidance and
wisdom beyond their years
for the graduates, praying
they will "comehome and be
with us in our community."

Class President Mr.
Nathaniel Cahill introduced
speaker, science teacher Mr.
John Kinkead. Cahill said the
seniors voted for the speaker
and Kinkead was the "hands
down winner." Cahill cited
Kinkead's more than 3D-year
teaching career and called
Kinkead "an inspiration."

Kinkead complimented
the seniors on their
appearance and the many
traditions of graduation day,
teasing them. He asked if
any of them had received a

car as a graduation present.
They said no. Then he asked
if any of them had received a
gasoline card as a gift.
Again, they said no.

Kinkead said there are
other gifts the Class of 2008
have received. "The benefit
of living in a small town and
knowing everyone in your
class," Kinkead said. "You
know who you are". you
know what you can do. It's a
benefit." He said their
teachers have given them
benefits and tools to use.
They took classes not only to
learn the material but "to
learn how to study, how to
attack things, how to
complete things."

"We've provided you
with protection...and today
we send you out from here
believing we have prepared
you for what's ahead ...We're
anxious to hear of your
accomplishments. Please
don't let us down."

Kinkead read the Class of

2008a poem he wrote, titled,
May You Write Well. At the
end of his speech, he said,
"We're going to surrender
you to the world and to the
Lord. We believe in YQU. Go
and tame and world."

High SchoolPrincipal Mr.
Warren Ripley introduced
the salutatorian and
valedictorian speakers,
saying the class of 2008 has
had two-thirds of its class
earn a Baverage or better the
past four years. "This class
and the one under it have
raised the corporate ACT
score by four points," he said.
"They are a very talented
class." Ripley noted the
students will be going all
over the 'State and the
midwest to continue their
education. He said the

school's goal is to send out
their graduates "to college
and the work force and come
back and build up the
community."

Ripley introduced Bright
Flight Scholar Mr. Joseph
Weidinger, the salutatorian.
Weidinger was gracious,
thanking many. He said he
would miss school and his
classmates. "Be safe, have
fun and don't forget to pause
atop a mountain and see how
far you've come."

Weidinger introduced
class valedictorian, Mr.
Shane Steinman, his good
friend. Steinman thanked
many for his quality high
school years and cited
different organizations and
teams he was part <;>fthat he
will miss. "You guys made

the last thirteen years of my
life a great experience," he
told his classmates. "As a
class we've left a mark on
this school." Steinman noted
the Class of 2008is the first to
graduate from the new high
school, which he thanked the
community for and said it
was greatly needed.
Steinman told his classmates,
"I hope you think back and
say you don't want to do it
(high school) again because
you did it right the first time.
Thanks for the memories."

After the senior video and
a musical selection by the
Maries R-l Band, the seniors
stood and one by one their
na~es were called and they
walked. to the stage and
received their diplomas.
They graduated.
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ClaSs of 2008, "competitive,"
saying they "came out

Mr. Shane Steinman is
the valedictor;ian of the
VHS Class of 2008. He is
the son of Mike and Tina
Steinman of Argyle.

Mr. Joseph Weidinger
earned salutatorian
honors during his four
years at Vienna High
School. He is the son of
Joe and Brenda
Weidinger of Vienna.
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Processional - The members of the Class of 2008appeared happy and smiling as
they processed into Allen Gymnasium Sunday afternoon. It was a packed house as the
community came out to wish them well. Pictured are seniors Sarah Rollins and Sam
Helton.



Waiting - The seniors waited in the hallway as the
hour of their graduation grew near. Pictur~d are seniors
Ethan Shanks (left) and Nate Cahill.


