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Eagles go
south for
success

On Friday, October 19,
the Vienna Cross Country
team traveled to Viburnum
for the Gasconade Valley
Conference Meet. Joining
Vienna were athletes from
the other conference schools:
Belle, Bourbon, Cuba,
Steelville, and Viburnum.
The course was firm and the
weather would be
considered good cross
country weather.

"The temperature was
about right, but the course
was wind blown. It is hard
enough battling the course
and the competition." said
Coach Martin.

The girls race was first.
It was competitive for the
top spots throughout the
race. Pulling away late was
Paige Kruse of Cuba in a
winning time of 22:43.
Deseray Helton was the top
Vienna runner finishing in
23:42 for third place and All
Conference honors. Other
finishes for the Vienna girls
include: Devin Michel
(27:18, 10th), Josie Lenk
(28:38, 12th), Katlyn Meier
(28:40; 13th), Ashlyn Helton
(34:43, 18th), Rebecca Garro
(35:36, 19th), and Elaina
James (42:05, 21st). Results
for the girls team awards
added up to the Eagles
finishing second behind
Cuba 19 to 41.

"It was nice to end a
three year drought on the
girls side and bring home a
second place plaque. I am
happy for the girls for being
rewarded for their effort,"
said Coach Martin.

In the boys race it was
the status quo fot the fourth
year in a row. Cuba beat
Vienna 30 to 38...

,j "The boys closed~tl\E{ga~,
but are still a little
disappointed because we

want to beat Cuba'" said
Coach Martin.

Vienna harriers made it
interesting at the end by
moving past runners with
about a quarter mile to go
but could not catch Cuba's
top two runners.

Finishing in All-
Conference positions for the
Eagles were Trek Blackwell
(19:54, 6th) and Zac Schoene
(19:59, 7th). The conference
champion was Brett
Simshauser of Cuba in 18:45.
Finishes for the other Vienna
boys runners include: Tyler
Birdsong (20:46, 9th), Cole
Meier (21:15, 12th), Paul
Brune (21:47, 15th), Sam
Schulte (22:48, 19th), Seth
Duncan (23:02, 22nd), Fred
Michel (25:04, 32nd),
Michael Swyers (25:29,
34th), and Dalton Robertson
(27:28,37th).

Coach Martin
commented, "The
competitive fire was strong
today. The boys were
wor king the course the
whole race, especially Tyler
Birdsong who stepped up
his last conference race to
give us a chance at the end."

Running his last race of
the season was senior Fred
Michel.

"Fred has put in three
great years for our program.
He has worked hard and has
been a good example to
others on our team," said
Coach Martin.

The Eagles will take their
success at conference into
districts at Linn on
Saturday, October 27th.
Races will be at the Linn
Sports Complex starting at
3:45.
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