
Dates. Nelson ~ive speeches

Co.mmunity
gives its best
wishes to the
VHS Class of 2007

Members of the Vienna
High School Class of 2007
received the well wishes of a
community of family and
friends as they walked across
Vienna's stage for the last
time as students, received
t:1)eirdiplomas and became
VHSgraduates.

A packed gymnasium,
with all the people standing,
greeted class members as
they processed into the gym
to Pomp and -Circumstance
as performed by the Maries

. R-l Band.
Mr. Richard Spacek,

Maries R-l Superintendent,
welcomed all those present
and told the seniors "we are
proud of you, you have
accomplished so much...our
hope and anticipation" goes
with you. He thanked· them
for all they had achieved and
"forbeing who you are."

Class President, Miss
Katie Henderson, introduced
the selected speaker, Mr.
John Kinkead, VHS science
teacher.

Mr. Kinkead thanked the
class for the opportunity to
be their speaker, noting it
was his third year in the row
to receive the honor. He said
it was a chance of a lifetime
to say the last words to the
graduates. Someof his fellow
faculty members wrote what
they would like to' say to the
class and Kinkead read these.
Some of them included:

"Do everything in life as
if someone was watching you
and keeping track."

"Study hard. Sleep is not
your friend."

"Remember where you
came from."

"Pocket knives and
.security check points do not
mix." I

"Give back to society.
Volunteer to help others."

"Never give up."
Kinkead said these all are

good sentiments. He told the
graduates today is an

opportunities have been
placed before them by
dedicated people. "Leave.
Get on with things. We love
and pray for you and wish all
of you the best."

High SchoolPrincipal Mr.
Warren Ripley introduced
the VHS 2007 Salutatorian,
Mr. Seth Nelson. Nelson is
the son of Greg and Malinda
Nelson. Ripley said Nelson is
a hard-worker and does
everything to the best of his
ability.

In his speech, Nelson
thanked everyone ~ho had
provided an environment for
learning, saying their
education had provided
them with what we need. "In
each of us is planted the seed
of greatness," Nelson told his
class. "We·have helped each
other work through our
problems."

Ripley introduced the
Class of 2007 Valedictorian,
MissMegan Dates. She is the
daughter of George and
Sarah Findley.. Ripley
complimented Dates as a
st,tccessful person, saying,
"She melds talent and
intelligence with hard work
and determination."

Dates said when she came
to VHSas a sophomore from
Jefferson City, all of the
students were nice to her and
very welcoming. "I fit right
in," she said noting she spent
more time in the Jefferson
City school system than
Vienna's but knows the
Vienna students much better.
She wished her fellow
classmates the best of luck
and said they are honoxed "to
be the last class to graduate
from this school building."

A senior video
presentation of the Class of
2007 was presented. It was
created by the Business
Technology II Class. A
special musical selection was
performed by the school
band.
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,ecuritycheck points do not
n~." I

"Give back to society.
Volunteerto help others."

"Never give up."
Kinkead said these all are

~oodsentiments. He told the
~raduates today is an
'important day for you, a
life-changing moment" and.
ill of you are going in "the
,ame direction - the future."

Kinkead said he had one
thing he wanted to say to
them..,...Leave. He used the
letters in the word, L, for
learn. "Your learning is not
done... .learn something new
~very day." E is for explore.
'It's a big world with great
Dpportunities"and "don't be
afraid to go after your·
dreams."A is for adjust. "Life
is filled with twists and
turns. Adjust your attitudes."
V is for value. "Value what
you have." He said
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A senior video

presentation of the Class of
2007 was presented. It was
created by the Business
Technology II Class. A
special musical selection was
performed by the school
band.

Ripley commented VHS
had 16 athletes who
completed in the State Track
Meet in Jefferson City on
Friday and Saturday. He
ask~d the seniors who
competed to stand and five of
them did. They included
Miss Jennifer Asberry, Mr.
James Head, Mr. Steven
Neubert, Mr. Derick Laubert
and Mr. Trevor Schiermeier,
all of which are all-state
athletes and received medals.

Ripley asked the faculty
to stand and they received a
round of applause. He

Miss Megan Dates
is the Class of 2007

Valedictorian.
She is the daughter

of George and
Sarah Findley.

Mr. Seth Nelson gave
the Salutatorian speech

at commencement
Sunday afternoon ..He is the son of Greg

and Malinda Nelson.
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thanked Mr. Sonny Helton
and his maintenance staff for
all they did to get the gym
ready for the
commencement program.

The graduates stood, and
one by one, came to the stage
where they were
congratulated by Spacek and
'receivedtheir diplomas from
Dr. Loyal Hendersol.'l.,
Maries R-l School Board
President.

At the end of the diploma
presentation ceremony,
Class President Henderson
took the stage and together
the graduates moved their
tassels to the left side. Then
the graduates threw their
caps into the air and the
procession from the gym
began.

The graduates were
smiling as the exited the
gym. Everyone else was
smiling back at them.

Members of the Class of
2007include: Robert Arnold,
Jennifer Asberry, Jonathon
Bauer, Jessica Christian,
Megan Dates, Todd Feeler,
Samuel Hale, Christopher
Hay, James Head, Miranda
Heckman, Katherine
Henderson, Hayley
Huffman, Jared Humphrey,
Anthony Lanning, Derick
Laubert, Ryan Lekey,
Nichole Licklider, Maria
McClure, Kenneth Moore,
Karissa Morrow, Seth
Nelson, Stephen Neubert,
FeliCia Rahier, Eldar
Rizvanov, Maudie. Robbins,
Trevor Schiermeier,
Kathleen Scott, Darren
Shanks, Laura Shanks,
Christopher Sharp, Leslie
Sinden, LeAnn Stratman,
Nathan Swyers, Levi
Thomas, Kayla Thompson,
Taylor VanScoy, Danielle
Verschueren, K"evinVickers,
Sara Wagner, Corey
Waidelich, Heather Ware
and NicholasWilloughby.



It's a happy
moment when
the graduates

throw their caps
into the air.

The community
wishes the best

for all the
members of the

VHS Class of
2007.

Graduates await
the moment to

move their tassels
to the left side.

They also want to
throw their caps

into the air.


