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Maries County R-1 High
School released 40 new
graduates into the world at
graduation ceremonies
Sunday, May 14. It was a full
house at Allen Gymnasium
for the event, with a lot of
visiting taking place as
families, relatives and friends
made Vienna's graduation

part of their Mother's Day
celebration.

When the school's
administration and school
board members walked
down the center aisle toward
the stage, the din of voices
stopped, the gym becoming
nearly silent until a drum roll
sounded and the Maries R-1



FlJnds 1beinCl raised to

band played Pomp and
Circumstance. All present
stood to watch the happy
graduates enter the gym, two
by two.

'Maries R-l
Superintendent, Mr. Richard
Spacek, welcomed everyone
to the graduation event. As it
was Mother's Day, Mr.
Spacek asked all mothers to
stand and be recognized.
About the VHS Class of 2006,
Mr. Spacek said, "Weare so
proud of them and they are
ready to start the next
adventure. "

Miss Amber Bock,
president of the senior class,
took the stage to introduce
the speaker selected by the
class, Mr. John Kinkead,
Maries R-l~s upper level
science teacher.

Mr. Kinkead handed out a
small card to each of the
seniors, which listed ten keys
he asked them to take with
them when they leave VHS.

"We've tried a lot of
things with you guys,"
Kinkead said. "We've tried
to give you knowledge, skills
and challenges to get you
ready. This place is pretty
cushy. We've protected you.
We don't want you to leave
without taking some things
along with you."

Kinkead talked about the
ten keys, beginning with
integrity-mean what you
say and do what you say
you'll do. Next he
mentioned planning - set
goals for yourself and be ih
control of your life. Use
wisdom -learn to make
good choices. Keep
learning -learn something
new each day. Exhibit
confidence -life is full of
trivial things so don't sweat

them and learn which battles
to fight and fight them and
know which battles to avoid.
Kinkead listed sharing - you
are important to the world
but it does not revolve
around you. Take some
risks - challenge yourself.
Use boldness - you will fail
but learn from it and grow.
They need to, take
responsibility - people are
watching you and looking to
you to do well. Lastly, he
noted remembrance - don't
forget where you came from
and go au t and make a
difference.

High School Principal Mr.
Warren Ripley said a word
that describes' the Class of
2006 is "hard-working."

"They love their school
and each other," Ripley said.
"They are self motivated and
come from good families.
They will come back and
contribute to our
community."

Mr. Ripley introduced
salutatorian' Miss Amanda
Helton, daughter of Gene
and Diane Helton of Vienna.

Miss Helton told the class
they had experienced many
firsts during their high
school years. "It seems like
yesterday we were freshman
and wished to be high school
seniors," she said. Helton
thanked her teachers for tl1eir
invaluable support and her
family for being with her
throughout everything. She
asked her classmates to
remember the many firsts
and lasts they'd gape
through together.'
~ Mr. Ripley introduced the
2006 valedictorian, Miss

The VHS Class of 2006

valedictorian. is Mi,ss
Hannah Schiermeier,
daughter of Stanley and
Laura Schiermeier. She
plans I to attend ,the
University of Missouri
Columbia and major in
business management with
emphasis in sports. She
receive~ the MFA
Foundation Scholarship, the
Maries County Bank
Scholarship, the MU
business school's Ray
Holman Scholarship, the
Shelter Insurance
Scholarship 'and the First
Community: National Bank
Scholarship.

Hannah Schiermeier. She is
the daughter of Stanley and
Laura Schiermeier of Vienna.
Ripley said Miss Schiermeier
was hard-working and
quietly went about it, not
looking for congratulations
for herself but was always
there when something
needed to be done. He noted
that she was a "leader by
example."

Miss Amanda Helton,
daughter of Gene and Diane
Helton, gave the salutatorian
add'ress at graduation on
Sunday. Helton plans to
attend Lincoln University in
.Jefferson City and major in
nursing. She received the
Lincoln Curator's

Scholarship, the Briggs &
Stratton Scholarship and the
Argyle VFW Scholarship.

Miss Schiermeier
welcomed the guests at the
event and thanked her
classmates, family and
teachers for all they had
done. She noted some
valuable lessons she'd
learned during high school.
These included funny
anecdotes about fellow
classmates Matt Havens and
Amber Bock, and amusing
happenings on the senior trip
and at school. She
mentioned math teacher,
Mrs. Kleffner, saying
"remember what you learned
in algebra I as you'll need it
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later." Another teacher
mentioned was softball and.
basketball coach, Mr. Mick
Byrd. Life lessons noted by
Miss Schiermeier included
being kind to teachers as
they "really do hold the key
to your future." She said, "to
give everyone a chance" and



"to work hard because in five
years our future employers
won't care how popular we
were during high school or
what kind of clothes we
wore, only about how much
we learned while we were
here." She added "to be
yourself and not to worry
about what anyone else
thinks of you." In closing,
she said, "the future is in our
hands now. Lefs gO,and
make the best of it."

A very nice senior video
presentation was shown. It
was created by the business
technology II class under the
direction of Mrs. Angie
Combs, with the video
display courtesy of the
Maries County Bank.

Mr. Ripley noted two
senior boys had competed in
the District Track Meet and
will be going to the Missouri
State competition. He asked
the seniors to stand and they
were Bobby Soper and
Nathan Honse.

The moment the seniors
had been waiting for
arrived, and Mr. Spacek
introduced each senior,
naming their parents and
they walked across the stage
,to receive their diplomas
from Mr. Brian James,
Maries R-l School Board
President. Mr. Ripley was at
the other end of the stage to



shake their hands, offer
congratulations and move
their tassels to the other side,
symbolizing their
completion of high school.


